

International Research Workshop
Interpreting women’s right of divorce in present day Islamic family laws: Trans-national and cross-cultural developments in the law of divorce in Europe and the Muslim world

Time and Venue: 
December 8-9 2010
University of Copenhagen

Wednesday December 8:
Room 18.1.08, Øster Farimagsgade 5, DK-1353 Copenhagen (see attached map)
Thursday December 9:
Bisp 213, Bispetorvet 1-3, DK-1167 Copenhagen (see attached map)
Organised by:
CEIT, Centre for European Islamic Thought, University of Copenhagen
Centre for Studies in Legal Culture, University of Copenhagen
Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies, University of Copenhagen
The Migration Initiative, University of Copenhagen

Participants with presentation of papers:
· Mulki Al-Sharmani, the American University in Cairo
· Ane Skov Birk, University of Copenhagen
· Susanne Dahlgren, University of Helsinki, Finland
· Nadia Sonneveld, Universiteit Leiden, the Netherlands
· Khalid Saeed Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan, Pakistan
· Anika Liversage, The Danish National Centre for Social Research , Copenhagen
· Corinne Fortier, Collège de France, Paris, France 
· Livia Holden, Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore, Pakistan
· Annette Kronborg, University of Copenhagen, and Idamarie Leth Svendsen,     Metropolitan University College, Copenhagen 


Programme

Wednesday December 8
9:30-10:00	Registration, coffee and tea
10:00-10:15 	Welcome by Jørgen Choler Nielsen and Rubya Mehdi
10:15-10:40	Session 1: (Divorce Laws and Realities)
Paper 1 by Mulki Al-Sharmani: Khul and Darar (harm) Divorces in Egypt: Between Law, Courtroom Practices, and Realities of Women (25 min presentation)

10:40-11:00	Discussion (20 min)

11:00-11:15 	Break
11:15-11:40	Paper 2 by Ane Skov Birk: Social Dialogue with Muslim organisations as a means to reach a hybrid-legal solution to acceptance of divorce by Muslim women in Europe  (25 min)

11:40-12:00 Discussion (20 min)
12:00-13:30	Lunch Break
13:30-13:55	Session 2: (Interpretations and reforms)
Paper 1 by Susanne Dahlgren (25 min)
13:55-14:15	Discussion (20 min)
14:15-14:40	Paper 2 by Nadia Sonneveld: Khul‘ Divorce in Egypt. How Family Courts Are Providing a ‘Dialogue’ between Husband and Wife  (25 min)
14: 40- 15:00 Discussion

18:00 		Conference Dinner



Thursday December 9

9:00-9:15	Arrival, coffee and tea
9:15-9.45	Session 3 (Perspectives in Muslim Divorce)
Paper1 by Khalid Saeed, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan, Pakistan:
The Social and Psychological effects of Divorce in Pakistan   (30 min)
9:45- 10:15	Discussion (30 min)
10:15-10:30	Break
10:30-11:00	Paper 2 by Anika Liversage: Transforming Polygamy: Migration, Trans-nationalism and Multiple Relationships among Muslim Minorities', with special reference to divorce (25 min)

11:00-11:20	Discussion: (20 minutes)
11:20- 11:40 Paper 3 by Corinne Fortier: The Right to Divorce for Women (khul‘) in Islam: 
		Gender and Practices in Mauritania   (25 min)

11:40- 12:00 Discussion (20 min)
12:00-13:15	Lunch Break
13:15-13:45	Session 4: (Comparatives)
Paper 1 by  Livia Holden: Divorce at the woman's initiative in South Asia: 
A preliminary comparison among Hindu and Muslim communities in India, Pakistan and within the South Asian diasporas  (30 min including film)

13:45-14:05	Discussion (20 min)
14:05-14:20	Break
14:20-14:50	Paper 2 by Annette Kronborg and Idamarie Leth Svendsen: Muslim Women Right of Divorce; Interaction of Danish Law with the Muslim Law (30 min)

14:50-15:10	Discussion (20 minutes)

15:10-15:40 	Concluding remarks and publication plan
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